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COMMANDANT INSTRDOCTION 16202.1

Subj: USCG/DEA Interagency Agreement; distribution of

1. Purpose: This instruction discributes a recently exaecuced
Coast Guard and Drug Enforcement Administracion Interagency Agreement.

2. Discussion: At a 28 March 1978 meeting held im Miami, Florida,
the Commandant and Mr. Peter Bensinger, the Admipistrator of the
Drug Enforcement Administration, signed the enclosed interagency
agreement. The apreement formally documents wvorking relationships
between rhe tvo agencies as they apply to the interdiction of con-—
trolled substances.

3. Action: District commanders and unit commanding officers shall
follow the guidelines listed in the enclosed agreement when planning l-
joint operations, establishing local wvorking agreements or wemorandums

of understanding (MDU) and other related coopetative mi
Drug Enforcement Administratiqm.. - -

ing Chisf of Staff

Enclosure: (1) Interageﬁcy Agreement between USCC and DEA

Disctribution (SDL 107)
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C: abdegimmopy(l)
D: adklmpu(l)
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INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT
between the
UNITED STATES: COAST ‘GUARD:
and the

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

1 (1

tp COMDTINST 16202, 1
2 MAY 1978




Eacl (1) te coMDTINST 16202.1

Article I - General Information 2 MAY 1978

A- The United States Coast Guard (USCG), and the Drug Enforcement
‘ 1

Adminiscration (DEA) both share responsibility for emforcement

of Federal statutes related to the suppression of tzaffickins

{a narcotics and other dangerous drugs.

B. The preéveation of the introduction of narcotics and other
dangerous drugs into the United States requires the joint
effort of such parties to this agreement along with the cooper-
ation of other federal, state, and local law euforcement
agencies. The efforts include, buc are not limited to, the
gathering and dissznination of 1ﬁéélligence, deterring potential
violators, interdicting shipments of narcotics and other

dangerous drugs, and the apprchension of violacors.

Article 1I - Reference and Authority

Agreement betveea the USCG and DEA {s entered into uander the authority

of 14 USC 141 and 2] OSC 873, smong others.
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Enzl (1) co COMDTINST .0202.1

2 MAY 1978
Article III ~ Purpose

-

The parties have enrtered into this Agreement to promote the
effective ucilization of personnel and facilities through a
coaoperative effort and for cthe following specific purposes:

l« to define the nature and extent of the services,

F—

systems, and facilities each agency may provide; and

2. to provide for the timely ihtérchange of 1nfoz£§tion

to permit proper planning, ptogrammihg, budgering, and evaluation.

Article IV - Responsibilities of Agencies

A. In the nacional 1n£erést, the USCG and DEA will wnrk in

close cooperatian and support each other with respect to

‘the suppression of’trafficking in narco:ics and o:her

dangerous drugs, by enforcing Federal laus related. to -
s

that 111egal trafficking.

B. It is ancicipated that most of the planning and execution
of operational enforcement and surveillance effores will
be accomplished at the USCG Area or District, and DEA

Regional or District levels.



| Encl (1) to CCMDTINST 16202.1
£ ln general, within the limits of {ts budgetary and personnel

2 MAY 1978
vapabiliries, the USCG to the extent practicable:
1. 1s generally respounsible for at-sea enforcement which 3

involves efforts outside the customs waters of the

United States.

2. shares responsibility with the U,S. Cusctoms Service for

at-sea enforcement within the customs waters of rthe

United States.

3. will provide perscnnel and facilicies, including afircrafc

and vessels, necessary for effective at-sea surveillance,

intelligence gatheriag and enforcemant.

4. will penerally effect all arrests and seizures wvhen a,

boarding is conducted from a Coast Guard unit.

5. will make eﬁery practicable effort to meet all DEA requests

for cutter and aircrafc assistance, including rapid . ..

Tresponse to h}génc'bpéfqtional féﬁhiféheﬁts. (Urgent

Search and Rescue missions will take precedence).

6. will provide communicarions support for units involved

in maritime operations, with the exception of

special equipment that may be nérergroze:lz gtuvided bz

DEA.

7. will designate a contact point(s) at the Headquarters

level to courdina:é all law enforcement efforts wvhich

require coordination at that level.




Encl (1) to COMDINST l..J2.1
2 MAY 1978

1, uill;ptovide informal training {n the operation and maintenance

of small boats.

9. sponsible for coordipa 1 L

State for enforcement action taken against foreign

vessels by or from a Coast Guard unirt.

10.

will provide maricime related enforcement information..

as gathered, to DEA and other appropriate agencies.

“=l. will provide or permit the use of such other USCG
- personnel, faciliﬁies, or equipment as wmay be agreed

upon from time to time.

12. will provide USCG gérsonnei to assist with manpning of

the El Paso Intelligence CeﬁEEr and wvill participate ag

membar of the EPIC Advisory Board.

D. In general. wichin the limits of its budge:aty and personnel

capabilities, DEA to the extent practicable:

1. 415 responsidle for the gathering and disseminatfon of
{ntelligence related to the nraffiéking.iq narcotics and
other dangerous drugs.

2.

is respounsible for non-marictime related enforcement of
contrelled substance laws, and inéestigation of possible

vicla:ioug of con:roiled substance lavs for che purpose

of progsecution.
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9.

!-incl (1) to COMDTINST 16202.1

vill provide personnel to USCC uafits a?signcd to patrols
desfgned for the interdiction of narcotics and other
dangerous drugs. The DEA personnel so assiganed shall be
available to advise the unit commander and to

accompany, assist and advise boarding parcies.

will generally effect all arrests and seizures vhen a
boarding is conducted from a DEA unit.

will provide training in identificacion and tescing of

&

narcotics and oSter dapgerous drugs.

will provide enforcement informaction, as gathered, to
USCG and other appropriate agencies.

vil]l provide or permit che use of such other DEA
pérsonﬁel, facilities or equié&ent as may be agreed
upon from time to time.

wvill designate a contact point(s) .at the Washington
level to coordinate all 'law enforcement efforts which
require coordination et that level.

vill be responsible for coordinacion with the Department
of State for enforcement action taken against foreign

vessels by or from a DEA unit.

2 MAY 1978



Enel (1

to COMDTINST 1

2 MAY W78 Accicle V - Planning

The USCG will plan effective !acilttiﬁf and equipment

for at-sea enforcement.

The DLA will keep tha USCG informed, of a continuing basis,
as to both detailed and long range plans relacted to che
joint effort or which vay affect the Coast Cuard’s personnel
and facility requirements

The USCG will, in turn, keep DEA similarly informed as to
additional requirements and cthe outlook for USCG. facilicies

available for use in the joint effort.

Article VI = Public Affairs

Each agency q#ll keep the other advised of all public affairs
oatters, including news releases and major speeches that

concern the ocher agency. News releases of nmational-interest

w

will be coordinated between the appropriate public affairs
personnel in Uashington, D.C. and released sinultaneously
vhenever possible. BReleases of local or tegional interesc will
be coordinated and teleased jointly at the USCG Area or District
level and the DEA Regional level, with copies sent to the
Uashington Public Affairs Offices. CLCach agency will exercise
discretion in responding to inquiries with factual information

concerning 1its oun actions.



Encl (1) to COMDTINST 16202.1
2 MAY 1378

When the Atcorney Genrral or his representative deterifiaes that
the release of information to the mass media would adversely affect
the righcts of dcfendants to a fair crial, or chat relcase vould

conpromise angoing, investigacions, informacion will not be released.
,

Acticle YII - Subsidiary Apreenents

In context wirh rhe purpose and provisions of this Agrecment, a
local uor@?ug agreement or menoranqum of understanding {MOU) nay
be devglo;;a by and berveen USCG A;en or District Commanders and
DFA Regional or District Directors. No provisiom of any local
agreenent or lOU will contravene the spirit or lettexr of this
Agreement. Copies of such vorkinf agreements will be forwarded
to the Commandant, USCG, and the Administrator, Drug Enforcement

Administration, for approval, and shall not becone effective

until so approved.

Arcticle VIII - Amendments

This Agreement and any local Agrecment pursuant te Article VII
may be amended from time to time as may be nutually agreeable to

the parties thereco




Erel (1) to COMDTINST 1[6202.1
2 MAY 1978

This Agreement may be terminated by either party upon 60 days

advance vritten notice thereof to the other parcy.
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Owven W. Siler
Admiral U.S. Coast Guard
Cormmandant
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Peter B. Bensinger
Administrator

Drug Enforcement Administration
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